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TORAH: CREATING CONNECTION

Torah is the foundation of Judaism. But what is it all about? How do we interact with Torah? Why?

TORAH FOR ONE, TORAH FOR ALL

» Who should study Torah? Who should NOT study Torah?
» Do you feel a connection to Torah? How?
» What Torah do you enjoy learning?

WHOSE TORAH IS IT?
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Psalms 1:2
; Rather, the teaching of HaShem is His delight, and he [people]
' w studies that teaching day and night.

SO MANY LETTERS!
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Israel - There Are Six Hundred Thousand Letters l
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FIND YOUR LETTER

P’'nei Yehoshua’s commentary on Kiddushin 30a N TINY 5 PYITP 0N JY YW’ 19

We find in many places that there are 600,000 letters
in the Torah. Based on this we find the hint that the
name “Yisrael” stands for Yesh Shishim Ribuya
Otiot L’Torah [YSROelL], “There Are Six Hundred
Thousand Letters in the Torah.” Therefore, the
600,000 people of Israel correspond to the letters
of the Torah, that every person in Israel has a soul
with a connection to a specific mitzvah, and a
specific letter. And this idea is consistent throughout
many works of Torah and Kabbalah (mysticism).
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But I was confused because I checked and there are
only half that many letters [304,805 letters]!

Another answer, that every letter in the Torah has 2
elements to it: 1) the written letter 2) the spoken
letter. The letter that HaShem wrote and the letter
HaShem spoke to Moshe, and there is an entirely
different aspect to the letter that is spoken, heard and
expressed verbally.
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The P’nei Yehoshua explains that half the letters of the Torah are made up by the written text,
and that we fill in the other half, by learning, sharing, and expressing the Torah.

% HOW CAN YOU FIND YOUR “LETTER” IN

THE TORAH?

YOU?

UNITY

% WHEN DOES TORAH FEEL PERSONAL FOR

ONE HEART, ONE SOUL

Exodus 19:2
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And they traveled from Refidim and they arrived at the
Sinai Desert, and they camped in the desert. And
Israel camped beneath the mountain.
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Rashi
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And Israel camped - [The singular language teaches
that] they were as one person, with one heart.

TAN 292 TN YIRD - N

The Lubavitcher Rebbe comments that the Jewish
people performed one action on numerous occasions
throughout their travels in the desert. But on this
occasion, Rashi points out their unified action, “One
person, with one heart”, because accepting the
Torah brought about communal unity.

« WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT TORAH THAT IS BRINGS
PEOPLE TOGETHER?

% WHEN ELSE HAVE YOU SEEN THE ENTIRE JEWISH PEOPLE JOINING TOGETHER?
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INTRODUCING DAF YOMI

MAKING MILESTONES

(https://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/02 /siyum- Thousands Mark Talmudic Milestone i
hashas-2012-orthodo_n_1735510.html)
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(NY Times November 15, 1982)
On Wednesday night (Aug. 1), in what was billed as the

largest celebration of shared Jewish learning in history, some 90,000 people crowded into MetLife
Stadium to read portions of the Talmud’s 2,711th — and final — page.

The celebrants, mostly Orthodox Jews from across the U.S. and beyond, closed out the 7 1/2-year
cycle with prayer, speeches and, when the final line was read, an explosion of jubilation that
literally shook the cavernous stadium for more than 20 minutes.

Erupting into song, they swayed arm in arm, danced in circles and formed a conga line that snaked
along the field level. Others danced and swayed in the stands.

“This is what unites us together as Jews, the study of the
Torah and the Talmud and its lessons,” said Simon
Weinstein, 47, of Lakewood, N.J., who grew emotional as he
explained what daily study of the Talmud has meant to him.
“I learned to always have gratitude for everyone and
everything. I'm much more appreciative in my life.”

It was a graduation ceremony of sorts for the page-a-day
study program, known as Daf Yomi, which has grown
exponentially over the decades. In addition to the 90,000
who took part at the East Rutherford stadium Wednesday
night, tens of thousands of others watched via satellite
broadcasts in more than 80 cities in 15 countries...

Shaina Weitz, 39, a West Orange resident who came to
(NY Times November 15,1 990) support her uncle, called the celebration an “incredible
experience.” Her eyes lighting up, Weitz said she was struck by one of the speakers, who pointed
out the stark difference between how Hitler spoke to a crowd of thousands at a stadium in Germany
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during the 1936 Summer Olympics, and how there was an equal number of Jews listening to very
different speakers at MetLife on Wednesday night.

“It shows we're still here,” she said. “It’s the exact opposite of that moment.”

For Rabbi Daniel Oppenheimer, 57, the event brought great | Thousands cezez,mte Conqp]elxon of Talmud Study
pride over completing the cycle, the 12th since the Daf |
Yomi began in the 1920s. “It became the major item I did
any day,” said Oppenheimer, who traveled to New Jersey
from his home in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

As religious Jews will often say, they do not “read” a page of
the Talmud so much as “study” it, taking hours, days or '
sometimes more than a week to examine groups of
commentaries that delve into Jewish laws and (NY Times September 29, 1997
interpretations on everything from holiday celebrations,

candle-lighting and agriculture to business, ethics and sexual relations between spouses.

A page of the Talmud usually consists of the writings of different rabbis from different eras.
Historically, study of the Talmud from start to finish was accomplished by a select few,
taking decades. But Daf Yomi — initiated in 1923 by a Polish rabbi, Meir Shapiro —
encourages Jews who have secular jobs to study in their own way.

Typically, those who take part devote an hour or
more a day to the study, making time even amid the
most challenging schedules.

Jacob Schlanger studied with a group of men at 5:30
every morning at Bnai Yeshurun synagogue, a few
blocks from his home in Teaneck, N.J. Schlanger
called the daily effort a challenge, but one that was
well worth the effort.

“It’s the same reason people climb Mount Everest,” he
said. “Because it's there.”

NEVER MISS A DAY - JOSHUA 1:8
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Let not this Book of the Teaching cease from your lips, but recite it day and night, so that you may

observe faithfully all that is written in it. Only then will you prosper in your undertakings and only
then will you be successful.

% DO YOUDO ANYTHING EVERY SINGLE DAY?

% WHY DO YOU THINK TORAH NEEDS TO BE STUDIED DAILY?
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CHAVRUSA - LEARNING AND LOVING

» What are your closest relationships? How did they develop?
» Have you ever gotten into an argument with a friend? How did you resolve it?

Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 30a
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What is the meaning of the phrase “enemies in the gate”
with regard to Torah study?

Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba says: Even a parent and child, or a
teacher and student, who are engaged in

Torah together become enemies “at the gate”. But they
do not leave there until they love each other.
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relationships.

MAKING IT LAST

Torah is not just a way to connect to God ... Learning
together is a means to develop meaningful

Avot 5:17
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Every argument that is for the sake of Heaven is destined
to endure; but if it is not for [the sake of Heaven- it is not
destined to endure. What is an example of an
argument for the sake of Heaven? The argument of
Hillel and Shammai. What is an example of an
argument not for the sake of] heaven's name? The
argument of Korach and all of his congregation.
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The Torah contains 600,000 letters which correspond to the number of “souls” that

make up the Jewish people. The P’nei Yehoshua teaches that every Jew should “find
their letter” - to find their unique piece of the Torah.

% The Jewish people became like “One person, with one heart” when they received the
Torah - Torah has a way of bringing people together for a common cause.

¢ Daf Yomi is a perfect example of how Torah connects people.

» Everyone can learn something every day.

« Torah is not learning alone, but with a study partner - a Chavruta. Learning

together, and arguing over the meaning of the Torah develops long lasting

relationships.
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